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Grandma’s Soup: Poster 



Context for the project

• ELLs who are well behind with their vocabulary 
development (Roessingh & Elgie, 2009).

• These children show strength in early literacy 
concepts and skills:  these have caught up, and 
the gap is closed by the beginning of grade 1

• BEd students in the winter term spent 2 
afternoons a week with their grade 1 class 
participants

• Please come visit our website: 
www.duallanguageproject.com

•



Guiding principles
• Thematic organization and curricular integration allow for learning targets to be 

meaningfully connected, contextualized and recycled.   
• Soup is a universal ‘comfort food’ --- most cultures have a repertoire of soups 

in their diet that are made of locally available vegetables, fruits, spices and 
herbs, and a base of some kind.  ‘Grandma’s soup’ provides an ideal platform 
for a shared activity between children and their parents or grandparents.  

• We want to use ‘ Grandma’s soup’ as a way of promoting talk between adults 
and children at home, and to convey important cultural information about 
dietary habits and traditions.  We want the children to learn about the role of 
the various ingredients, and to learn simple concepts and skills related to 
‘Grandma’s soup’. 

• We want to make connections top the Grade 1 Program of Studies (Alberta 
Education): .  http://education.alberta.ca/media/446127/1bro.pdf

• We want parents/grandparents to engage their children in making a traditional 
soup from their culture –telling the story of the soup, and developing a simple 
recipe to write down and send to school. 

• In class, we can support the story telling in English in small group work. We 
will scribe the stories and the recipes into English and the first language of 
each child.



Curricular integration



Curricular integration

•We will make cross curricular connections among math, science, 
social studies and language arts.  We want to target ‘next words to 
know’ – and purposefully challenge the children to learn lots of new 
words related to ‘Grandma’s soup’. 

•We want to link the children’s soup stories to children’s literature on 
the same theme that can be explored for meaning, and personal 
connection.  

• Most of all, we want to create a learning environment for curiosity, 
wonder, imagination, respect for and interest in diversity; and fun! 
Language is the tool for realizing this goal.  



From the Grade 1 curriculum



How the brain learns

• The brain seeks to make meaning by ….
– making connections

- noticing patterns, rhythms, cycles … it wants to make 
order out of disorder
- using the familiar and the known to move forward: 
connecting to prior knowledge 
- recognizing universalities and applying them to the 
particular

• Language mediates this process … social interaction is 
key

– Vygotsky, Piaget, Dewey 



Negotiating the ‘third space’



Thematic overview



Veggie platter lesson



Sorting, categorizing, labeling game



Making a connection to literature



Learning tasks in L1 and L2



Canada Food Guide:

http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/food-guide-
aliment/myguide-monguide/index-eng.php



Rehearsing for book launch: I can read!



Book launch party


